October 3, 2021, Tone 2
19th Sunday After Pentecost
Christ is Among Us! He is and Always Shall Be!

Stigmata, from the Greek word, generically points to a “brand” or a “mark.” It is the common
word to describing branding of cattle. In the Christian context it refers to the bodily marks resembling the wounds of the crucified Christ. St. Francis was the first person, historically recorded,
who bore the marks of the crucified Christ in his hands, his feet, and in his side.
Lord Jesus Christ, who reproduced in the flesh of the most blessed Francis, the sacred marks of
your own sufferings, so that in a world grown cold our hearts might be filled with burning love of
you, graciously enable us by his merits and prayers to bear the cross without faltering and to
bring forth worthy fruits of penitence: You who are God, living and reigning with God the Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, always, now and ever and forever. Amen.
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THEOSIS: 2nd & 4th Thursday
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Father Tyler Strand
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Finance Council
Matthew Blain, Maria Alden

Advisory Board
Fr. Chris Zugger, Dan Riley, Rafael Plut,
Jeff Brewer, Michael Grega, Alicia Wells

Confession (Mystery of
Reconciliation):
9:15—10:00 am on Sundays, before or
after weekday Liturgies, or by appointment with Father
Mysteries of Baptism/Chrismation/
Eucharist:
Must be arranged three months in advance.
(Pre-Jordan requirement)

May the Lord Bless your kindness and
generosity to His House!

Mystery of Crowning:
Must be arranged six months in advance
(Pre-Cana requirement)
Sick and Shut-Ins: It is the family’s
responsibility to notify the parish office
when a parishioner is in the hospital or
confined to home because of sickness
or old age. Father will bring the confined person the Holy Mysteries on a
regular basis. It is recommended that
one receive the Anointing of the Sick
before any major surgery. Please don’t
let the priest be last to know that someone is ill!

Welcome to our Church! If you are looking for a spiritual home, contact Father Artur/Fr Chris
or the office staff for more information. God bless you!
19th Sunday After Pentecost / 2 Cor 11:3112:9; Lk 6:31-36
YouTube
Live

8:30 am Rosary; 9:00 am Matins, Confessions
10:00 am Divine Liturgy for Parish Family, Benefactors and Friends
Eternal Lamp: Intention of Talamante Family by Friend
ECF Classes

Oct 4 Mon

Hierotheus Bishop Maretyr / Francis of Assisi / Phil 2:12-16; Lk 6:24-30
9:00 am Divine Liturgy / Healing and Salvation of Olena Martinez by Maria Payne

Oct 5 Tue

Charitina Martyr / Phil 2:16-23; Lk 6:37-45
9:00 am Divine Liturgy / +Dennis Gauthier by Mary Alice Cooper
6:00 pm Advisory Board Meeting
6:30 pm CAFÉ meeting in the Parish Hall

Oct 6 Wed

Thomas Apostle / 1 Cor 4:9-16; Jn 20:19-31
4:30—5:45 pm Philokalia Prayer and Discussion Group
5:30 pm OLPH Devotions
6:00 pm Divine Liturgy / Pro-Life Liturgy by Svenssons

Oct 7 Thu

Sergius and Bacchus Martyrs / Phil 3:1-8; Lk 7:17-30
6:30 pm THEOSIS / Revelation (zoom)

Oct 8 Fri

Pedagia Venerable / Phil 3:8-19; Lk 7:31-35
9:00m am Prayer & witness in front of abortion clinic on San Mateo
6:00 pm Divine Liturgy

/ +JoAnn & Gerald Cooper by Mary Alice Cooper

Oct 9 Sat

James Alpheus Apostle / 1 Cor 4:9-16; Lk 10:16-21
10:30 am—4:00 pm Explorer Youth Meeting

Oct 10 Sun

20th Sunday After Pentecost / Gal 1:11-19; Lk 7:11-16
4:00 pm Great Vespers (YouTube Live)
Hebrew Scriptures for Sunday: Deuteronomy 4:1-8; 2 Samuel 24:10-18; Sirach 41:1-9
5:00 pm Divine Liturgy / God's Blessing on George and Jane Chapman on their Golden
Wedding Anniversary by Mr & Mrs Thomas R Kolb + Family

YouTube
LIVE

8:30 am Rosary; 9:00 am Matins, Confessions
10:00 am Divine Liturgy for Parish Family, Benefactors and Friends
Eternal Lamp: George & Jane Chapman Golden Wedding Anniversary by Mr & Mrs
Thomas R. Kolb & Family

YOUTUBE LIVE-STREAMING: OLPH Sunday / Holy Day Liturgies are available on YouTube.
The link is https://youtube.com/c/olphmedia. Please click the "Subscribe" button to make it easier
for you to find the channel in the future. Please, send your feedback about the quality of the live
stream / comments / suggestions to Dan Riley: riley.dan@gmail.com

Remember Those Who Request Our Prayers:
Physician and Help of Those in sickness, Redeemer and Savior of
the infirm; O Master and Lord of all, grant healing to your servants.
Be clement, show mercy to those who have sinned much, and deliver them, O Christ, from their Iniquities, that they may glorify your
might divine
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Intentions of the Rosary:
1st Decade: Help for persecuted Catholics, especially in
communist and Islamic states
2nd Decade: Spiritual and physical growth of our parish and
the Byzantine Catholic Church
3rd Decade: Increase in vocations to priesthood, diaconate,
and consecrated life to serve the Byzantine Catholic Church
4th Decade: Repose of the souls who have no one praying
for them
5th Decade: Healing of the sick in body, mind and soul
Holy Father’s Intentions for October
Missionary Disciples
We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in
evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses of
a life that has the flavor of the Gospel.

Vocation Icon

Today: Pam Pettit
Next Sunday: Pam Pettit
“Therefore

be merciful, even
as your Father is also
merciful.” Our Lord teaches
us how to love one another
in today’s Gospel, taking us
beyond our human understanding of only being good
to those who do good to us.
A life in ordained ministry
and monasticism is one way
to give one’s life to all
people. Is this something
that God may have in store
for your life? Contact the
Vocations Office at
206-329-9219 or email:
vocations@ephx.org

October 10, 2021
Cantor: Andrea Riley
Reader: Michael Wells
Altar Server: Michael Grega
Trojca: Alaina & Micky Riley
Counters: Rafael Plut, Ann Rajala
Propers for 10/10/2021
20th Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 3
Troparion (Tone 3) - DL 135
v. Glory...
Kontakion (Tone 3) - DL 136
v. Now & Ever...
Theotokion - DL 406
Prokeimenon & Alleluia - DL 137
Our Father- DL 68
OLPH Prayer Warriors
Sunday (Zoom). Send your
prayer requests to Patricia at
pocb@unm.edu THE PRAYER
WARRIORS IS OPEN TO
EVERYONE--WOMEN, MEN, &
CHILDREN (children who have their
parents' permission)!
Please join us!!
10/10 Midnight
10/17 Forgiveness Part I
10/24 Forgiveness Part II
10/31 Comfort from Scriptures and
the Saints III

Barbara’s Hall Report

Yum! Pizza party for Colin
Hering's 18th birthday! It was
awesome! Pizza as far as the eye
could see! Salads! Cake, lots of
it! Chocolate & Vanilla! Happy Birthday, Colin, and may God grant
you many happy and blessed years!

Coming Events—Mark Your Calendars Now
Tue Oct 12
Wed Oct 13

Father Chris 40th Anniversary
6:00 pm Divine Liturgy
6:00 pm Dinner at the Sheraton Uptown

Sat Oct 16

8:30 am—3:00 pm Women’s Day of
Reflection

Oct 18-22

Clergy Retreat in Phoenix, AZ

Mon Nov. 8

Archangel Michael & All Angels
Solemn Holy Day
6:00 pm Divine Liturgy

Mon Nov. 15

Start of Phillip’s Fast

Sat Nov 20

10:00 am—4:00 pm ECF Super Saturday

Thu Nov 25

Thanksgiving Day
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Mon Dec 6

Feast of St. Nicholas / Solemn Holy Day
6:00 pm Divine Liturgy

Wed Dec 8

Feast of the Maternity of St. Anna
Solemn Holy Day
6:00 pm Divine Liturgy

IN PERSON EVENT
Assembly of the Byzantine Catholic (Ruthenian)
Metropolitan Church
November 5 & 6, 2021
St. John the Baptist Cathedral Munhall, PA
“One Body in Christ: Re-emerging from the
Pandemic”
Topics
Looking Back: Looking Ahead with a Hopeful Heart
Deacon Ton Shubeck
Our Worship Post Pandemic
Fr. Valerian Michlik & Fr. Andrew Sumjmerson
The Eucharist: Holy Gifts to Holy People
Most Rev. Bishop Kurt Burnette
Growing Parishes Post Pandemic
Deacon Basil Balke

Registration: archpitt.org or our eparchial website

ECF Super Saturday is Coming! Please, mark your calendars!

St Joseph is a pretty cool saint. We will spend an entire day of faith-filled fun. We will have
art activities, lessons, prayers, and even a skit built around the life of St. Joseph as our model for holiness.
Plan now to attend on November 20th from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM (and stay for vespers).
Sign-up coming soon.

Confessions on Sunday morning, beginning at 9 am during the Matins. Please

line up on the north wall, near the hall door. Father Chris will usually stop hearing confessions when the Liturgy reaches the "Holy God." However, if you are still in line waiting, he will
instruct you to go into the hall after the Liturgy, and he will meet you at the door of the old
sacristy, next to the statue of Saint Joseph. He will then hear the confessions of all those
who could not make theirs earlier.

God With Us Online presents:
“Singing Our Faith”

Music as Catechesis in our Eastern Tradition
Rev. David Anderson
Wednesday, October 13 @ 8—9 pm ET
Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to
God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ephesians 5:18-20

ONLINE GIVING / ONLINE TITHING is available on our website:
For those parishioners who can’t attend in person or traveling or anyone who find this more
convenient, we just set up a new way to tithe online using your credit card or debit card information. You can do a one-time donation or setup weekly donations!! You will receive a receipt and statement immediately after donating. The software takes a very small percentage
of the donation, but its worth it for the ease of the system. You can donate using your computer / smartphone at: https://www.olphnm.org/giving Thank you

We are celebrating Father Chris’s 40th Ordination Anniversary with a Divine Liturgy at 6pm on Tuesday, October 12th. There will be a reception after and we
will need some hand-held easy to distribute foods. Reception will be around 7:30pm.
We will have two lines and outdoor seating so wait times will be short.
Even if you cannot stay for the reception, please sign up to bring the following before
Divine Liturgy:
Tortilla roll-ups (cream cheese or pesto or hummus plus greens and deli meat)
Bar-cookies/Brownies
Sliced Veggies with Ranch / Hummus / Dip (will distribute into cups ahead of
time), Gluten free goodies
OR contact Alicia Wells at (720)280-0710 OR by e-mail at
aliciawellspt@gmail.com to arrange other dishes or drop off times.

October 4th: St Francis of Assisi

October 4 is the feast of the “poverello” the poor man, Francis of Assisi. Saint Francis was famously converted from a life of luxury and wealth to becoming the poorest of Jesus’ followers.
Radically in love with Christ, a man who could kiss a leper covered with open sores, Francis said
that he would bow before a priest instead of an angel, because of what the ministry of a priest
brings to the world. An ordained deacon, Francis set Italy ablaze as sons and daughters of leading families gave up everything in order to witness to Christ in absolute poverty: the men wandering the land preaching, the women living in poverty and prayer as the Poor Clare Nuns behind
cloister walls. Francis’ deep love of Jesus led to him creating the living Nativity scenes, which
gave us today’s many Christmas cribs, and to embrace Christ Crucified so well that he was given
the five wounds to carry in his body. Birds listened to his preaching when people would not, the
fierce wolf of Gubbio became a beloved pet of the city, and hearts returned to God in an age of
abandonment. Pope Innocent III saw Francis holding up the tottering Church in a dream, and so
he gave papal blessing to the creation of the first of the mendicant Orders. The simplicity and
passion of Francis appeals to the Eastern Christian mind, and many Orthodox venerate him despite his fervent Catholicism, putting him in the category of “fool for Christ’s sake.”
Because of their humble witness, the Franciscans were given custody of the Catholic shrines of
Jerusalem and Bethlehem by the Muslim rulers, a role they continue to today as the Custody of
the Holy Land. Francis is the patron saint of animals, the environment and ecological studies,
against dying alone, those who work with or care for animals, Santa Fe and New Mexico, and of
peace.

Receiving the Stigmata

On the day after Francis died, October 3, 1226, the Minister General of the Franciscan Order,
Brother Elias, released a letter to all the friars informing them of Francis’ passing. In the letter he
wrote: “I announce to you a great joy and a new miracle. It is a sign, which has been unheard of
from the very beginning of time except in the Son of God, Christ the Lord. Not long before his
death, our brother and our father was seen to resemble the crucified Lord, bearing in his body the
five wounds which are the marks of Christ.”
Yet these were not marks that Francis received on his body while at death’s door. He received
the marks some two-years prior while in prayer on the remote mountaintop of Mt. Alverna (also
known as La Verna). Francis had gone there with two other friars, Brother Leo being one. While
deep in prayer on a day near the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, a seraph (angel) appeared.
The seraph was seemingly crucified on a cross. Thomas of Celano, writing within a few years of
Francis’ death (ca. 1229), described what happened as Francis contemplated the possible meaning of the vision:
“…the marks of nails began to appear in his hands and feet, just as he had seen them slightly
earlier in the crucified man above him. His wrists and feet seemed to be pierced by nails, with the
heads of the nails appearing on his wrists and on the upper sides of his feet, the points appearing
on the other side. The marks were round on the palm of each hand but elongated on the other
side, and small pieces of flesh jutting out from the rest took on the appearance of the nail-ends,
bent and driven back. In the same way the marks of nails were impressed on his feet and projected beyond the rest of the flesh. Moreover, his right side had a large wound as if it had been
pierced with a spear, and it often bled so that his tunic and trousers were soaked with his sacred
blood.”
St. Bonaventure later wrote: “The sight of it amazed Francis and his soul experienced joy mingled
with pain. He was delighted with the sight of Christ appearing to him so graciously and intimately
and yet the awe-inspiring vision of Christ nailed to the cross aroused in his soul a joy of compassionate love.”

The Question of the Stigmata

What was one to make of this vision and miraculous event? As Bonaventure wrote, “Because of
this new and astounding miracle unheard of in times past, Francis came down from the mountain
a new man adorned with the sacred stigmata, bearing in his body the image of the Crucified not
made by a craftsman in wood or stone, but fashioned in his members by the hand of the living
God.”
One issue is that the reception of the stigmata seems to possibly be an event unheard of in Christian history. There are some who argue that St. Paul was the first, as the Greek word stigmata is
used in a verse at the end of the Letter to the Galatians, where he writes, “I bear on my body the
marks (stigmata) of Jesus.” There were Dominicans who claimed that Blessed Walter of Strasbourg was also granted the same privilege. And there were some – and many since – who have
doubted the historicity of the account, claiming fraud or later embellishment by the Franciscans
themselves. One argument is that Francis himself never mentions the event or the stigmata.
Given it occurred at a point in Francis’ life when he had withdrawn from leadership of the Order,
was in terrible health, and had entered a very reflective phase of this life, his lack of mention
should not be surprising. Perhaps, too, he took his own counsel from Admonition 19: for what a
person is before God, that he is and no more. Who can say?
We can say that Brother Leo, the only witness to the account, testified to the stigmata’s presence
on Francis’ body. So too, witnesses included Brothers Rufino and Elias, Pope Alexander IV (when
he was a young cardinal), and several prominent lay people of Francis’ time.
St. Bonaventure places the stigmata within a framework that emphasizes that the stigmata only
appeared at the conclusion of the vision. This made them a response of divine love to human love
through the intermediary of the Christ-seraph, who transformed the friend of Christ that was Francis into the likeness of the one whom he loved. As a result the flesh of the stigmatized was presented as the exterior manifestation of a mystical relationship between the human person and
God – proof of the transformative power of love.

October 6th: St Thomas the Apostle

On October 6 we commemorate Saint Thomas the Apostle, who died as a martyr in southern India. St. Thomas is the patron of India. He followed the Roman trade routes in 52 AD and established churches along India's coast, from the Indus valley south, converting both Jews and Hindus.He was martyred in 72 AD.
The northern churches were overwhelmed in the Muslim invasions, but the southern ones flourished as the Syro-Malabar and Syro-Malankara Churches, both Catholic and Oriental Orthodox,
where they are known as Thomas Christians.
***
Thomas is often called "Doubting Thomas" because he did not believe Jesus was risen from the
dead. It is worth noting that the inscriptions of Icons of this event never say “Unbelief” or
“Doubting” regarding Thomas. In Greek, the inscription reads Η ψηλάφησητουΘωμά, that is, the
“Touching of Thomas,” making no reference to Thomas’ doubt. The title implies Jesus touching
Thomas, both in body and soul, and not the other way around. In Slavic icons, the meaning is
even clearer because the inscriptions always read УверениеФомы, i.e. the “Assurance of
Thomas”.
Usually, English icons mistranslate the Slavonic and inscribe their icons “The Belief of Thomas”.
They miss the point: the Slavonic emphasizes that Jesus assures Thomas of the reality of His
resurrection, His glorified body which still is wounded, His living presence. So too, for us moderns
who think we know everything – Christ touches us, Christ comes to us. He takes the initiative, and
we are healed as a result.

